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ABSTRACT
Ulul Albab is a symbol of trusted, educated people, who can achieve a
comprehensive synergy between spirituality, humanity, charity, and
mental attitude when responding to the verses of Allah, whether the
written verses (the Qur’an) or the verses of the cosmos (nature and its
phenomenon). This study is noteworthy because Islamic economists and
popular commentators of tafsir books have not widely studied Islamic
economic values based on the Ulul Albib verses. Hence, this paper aimed
to construct the fundamental values of Islamic economics based on the
Ulul Albab verses. This work employed thematic exegesis and content
analysis. Sixteen (16) verses in the Quran mentioned the term Ulul
Albab, with seven (7) verses are connected to the economic issues. This
research is focused on Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197 and 269. Based on these
verses, the fundamental values of Islamic economics in four (4) aspects
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are constructed, namely, spirituality, humanity, technical, and ethical
aspects. It is expected that the study will be the model of thematic
exegesis in constructing the fundamental values from various terms in the
Qur’an, especially regarding actual values related to Islamic economics.

Keywords: Ulul Albib verses; Construction; Islamic Economic Values;
Spirituality, Humanity, Ethics, Technic.

1.0INTRODUCTION

Generally, the messages of the Qur’an are divided into three (3) dimensions of
relationship; (i) The relationship between a human and his God; (ii) The
relationship between human beings; (iii) The relationship between humans and
nature (environment). Among the verses that explain a clear description of those
relationships are the Ulul Albib verses. We can find them in Surah al-Baqarah
(2); 179, 197; Surah Ali Imran (3): 190; Surah al-Maidah (5): 100; Surah al-
Zumar (39): 21.

Thus far, researchs on the term Ulul Albib have been related to educational
issues, e.g., involving themes about character building and leadership®; the
teacher’s role in Ulul Albab generation building’. The term is also related to the
internalization of Ulul Albab values by students of Universitas Islam Negeri
Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang (UIN Maliki Malang), Indonesia. The
internalization of Ulul Albib values aims to generate UIN Maliki Malang
graduates as revealed in its Vision and Mission; i.e., with the character of dbikr,
fikr and @mal saleh®; empowerment of Ulul Albab characteristics through the
integration of learning modules. This study focused on the program module for

¢ Jaffar,Y., Razak, A. Z. A., Embong, R., & Hasrul, M. (2019). The Concept of Ulul
Albab Principal Leadership. International Journal Of Academic Research In Business
And Social Sciences, 9(11).

7 Subirin, N. A., Alwi, N. H., Fakhruddin, F. M., Manaf, U. K. A, & Salim, S. S.
(2018). Ulul Albab Generation: Roles of Ulul Albab Teachers in Malaysian Selected
School. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences,
7(14), Pages 1022-1032.

8 Khaerani, . F. S. R., Muhammad, A., & Syihabuddin, M. (2017, November).
Internalization Of Ulul Albab Value (A Study Of Living Qur'an Among The
Students of UIN Malang). In International Conference on Qur'an and Hadith Studies
(ICQHS 2017) (pp. 161-168). Atlantis Press.
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integrative science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
education based on Tawheed.’

The Ulul Albib term was also studied in zafsir, but the studies were still in the
education area. For example, the Ulul Albib vision implementation in the Surah
Ali Imran (3): 190-191 in the educational institution'®. A similar study entitled
“The Ulil Albab Concept in the Qur’an and its Relevance to Modern Education”
aimed to analyze the Ulil Albib concept from the Quranic perspective. However,
the research on Ulil Albib term mentioned above and the many others not
mentioned here were mainly related to education and character-building issues.

In the context of Islamic economics, virtually many Muslim economists have
formulated the fundamental values of Islamic economics based on the Qur’an
and the tradition of Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w). Among these actual values are
as follows: (i) 7awheed. 1t is the most important basis in Islamic doctrine. All
human activities, including those in the economy, cannot be separated.'; (ii)
Ihsan. Ihsan ethics in Islamic economics is instrumental in realizing the benefits
and tranquility of the economic community. This value is related to Tawheed.';
(iii) Social justice. Social justice is an absolute requirement in Islamic economic
ethics. There are no prosperity and peace without justice.'; (iv) Amanah (trust).
Trust is an essential value in Islamic economics. Without it, all transactions are
considered illegal. Without trusting each other, it will lead to deception and
betrayal. Thus, there is only one choice, either trust or betrayal. Its importance
can be seen through the emphasis of amanah that should be present in every

o Rahim, F. (2017). Pemerkasaan Ulul Albab Melalui Modul STEM bersepadu
STEMind. O-JIE: Online Journal of Islamic Education, 3, 1-12.

19 Ulfah, N. (2020). Implimentasi Konsep Pendidikan Ulul Albab Dalam QS. Ali Imran
Ayat 190-191 Di MAN Insan Cendekia Serpong
htep://repository.iiq.ac.id//handle/123456789/101

""" Choudhury, M. A. (2020). Ontological Foundation of the Theory of Econometrics

in Unity of Knowledge by Inter-Causality. In Islamic Economics as Mesoscience (pp.

19-38). Springer, Singapore; Hilmiyah, N., Possumah, B. T., & Shafiai, M. H. M.

(2019). Tawhid and Shariah Economics: Positioning Tauhid as Philosophical

Foundation of Shariah Economics. Al-Falah: Journal of Islamic Economics, 4(2), 145-

162.

Aydin, N. (2020), "Paradigmatic Foundation and Moral Axioms of Thsan Ethics in

Islamic Economics and Business", Journal of Islamic Accounting and Business

Research, Vol. 11 No. 2, pp. 288-308. https://doi.org/10.1108/JIABR-12-2016-

0146.

B Azid, T., & Sunar, L. (Eds.). (2019). Social Justice and Islamic Economics: Theory,
Issues and Practice. Routledge, 3-6.
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financial transaction. Trust can also mean accountability.'’; and (v) No usury
(riba). 1t is still related to the concept of halal. Although usury is specific, it often
occurs in debt and investment contracts. From the point of view of Islamic
economics, usury destroys the economic system, and it is strictly prohibited."

It is worth noting that the formulations of the fundamental values of Islamic
economics above have not been constructed based on the Ulul Albib verses. It
possibly has been developed as it is because the researchers, who put forward these
ideas, were not professional commentators of the Qur'an. Hence, they might not
be interested in conducting an in-depth and detailed study of the Ulul Albib term
and its economic values in the Qur’an, as well as in the books of tafsir (e.g., Jami’
al-Bayin ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Qur'an; Tafsir al-Jami’ Li Ahkiam al-Quran; Tafsir al-
Maraghi;, Tafsir Al-Tahrir Wa Al-Tanwir; and Tafsir Misbah'®). The explanation
of the Ulul Albib verses in association with the problem of Islamic economics
values has also not been found in these books of zafsir.

An example is the interpretations of Surah al-Bagarah (2): 197 as translated
according to Ali and Brown, which talks about Hajj, provision, and Ulul Albab

cases:

fotod s o1 & .41

I V5 332s V3 &5 06 B Eas ot 045 L Ea
O30 GosRH SEN A B0 13355t A2l A 1 e e 3
(197531 Lt

Al-Baqarah: 197

4 Al S.N. (2017). Building Trust In Islamic Finance Products And Services. Sociery
and Business Review.

5 Lawal, I. M. (2016). Riba (Usury); a Tool that should be Carved out of Financial
Transactions. Turkish Journal of Islamic Economics, 3(2), 13-24.

16 Tbn Jarir al-Tabari, Muhammad (2001), Jami ‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta wil dy al-Qur’an, in
Muhammad Shiakir, Mahmud & Muhammad Shakir, Ahmad (Eds), juz 4, Cairo:
Maktabah Ibn Taimiyah; Abu Bakr al-Qurtabi, A. A. M. 1. A. (2006). Al-jam:’ Li
Abkimi Al-Qur'an wa al-Mubayyinu Lima Tadammanahu min al-Sunnati wa Ayi al-
Furgan: Juz 3 in (A. Ibn Abd al-Muhsin al-Turky & M. R. ’Arqaswasy, Eds.).
Muassasah al-Risalah; al-Maraghi, A. M. (1946). Tafsir al-Marighi: Juz 2 (1st ed.).
Cairo: Mustafa al-Baby al-Halaby and sons; Ibnu Ashir, M. T. (1984). Tafir al-
Tahrir wa al-Tanwir: Vol. 2. Tunisia: Al-Dar al-Tunisiat; Shihab, M. Q. (2005).
Tafsir Mishbah: Pesan, Kesan, dan Keserasian al-Qur’an. Lentera Hati Press.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_ibn_Jarir_al-Tabari
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For Hajj are the months well known. If anyone undertakes that duty
therein, let there be no obscenity, wickedness, or wrangling in the Hajj.

Furthermore, whatever good ye do, (be sure) Allah knoweth it.

Moreover, take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best of
provisions is right conduct. So be afraid of Allah, O ye that is wise." .

The scholar Al-Tabari in determining the provisions (\Sé}/?) of the previous verse

relied a lot on the narrations that explained the asbdb al-nuzil. He interpreted it
textually, i.e., identifying the daily food as the provision needed when carrying
out Hajj. However, he also understood that zaqwa (obeying Allah’s commands
and avoiding His prohibitions) is the best provision in the conduct of Hajj*.
According to the scholar Qurtabi, the provision is also food as described by asbib
al-nuzial. He also cited Ibn ‘Arabi’s view, who explicitly connected these
provisions with the material necessities that need to be prepared by pilgrims who
have wealth".

The contemporary commentator Ibnu ‘Ashiir opined that the provision in the
verse could mean a recommendation to do more good deeds as a provision for
the afterlife. Furthermore, piety (t#gwa) is understood as being the better
provision than the traveler's food on the pilgrimage. Besides, He acknowledged
that the verse could mean material provision, such as foods, which are also needed
by a tourist®. As for the scholar Maraghi, He took a simple approach in his
explanation®'. He did not even associate it with material provisions like the other
commentators. Instead, He emphasized the provisions as for the afterlife. As for
Shihab, He has interpreted it as material and spiritual provisions. However, his
explanation was less detailed and relatively general. But He believed it was

7 Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, & Brown, W. B. (1987). The Holy Quran (Koran). King Fahd
Printing Complex.

¥ Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Muhammad (2001), Jami‘ al-Bayin ‘an Ta wil Gy al-Qur’dn, in
Muhammad Shakir, Mahmud & Muhammad Shakir, Ahmad (Eds), Vol. 4, Cairo:
Maktabah Ibn Taimiyyah

9 Abu Bakr al-Qurtabi, A. A. M. L. A. (2006). Al-Jami’ Li Abkimi al-Qurin wa al-
Mubayyinu Lima Tadammanabu min al-Sunnati wa Ayi al-Furqan: Vol. 3 in (A. Ibn
Abd al-Mubhsin al-Turky & M. R. ’Arqaswasi, Eds.). Muassasah al-Risalah

2 Ibn Ashiir, M. T. (1984). Tafsir al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir: Juz 2. Tunisia: Al-Dir al-
Tunisiat

2 Maraghi, A. M. (1946). Tafsir al-Maraghi: Juz 2 (1st ed.). Cairo: Mustafa al-Baby
al-Halaby and sons
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essential to material provisions prepared for the pilgrimage so as not to starve but
not wasteful, either?.

It is felt that the commentators of the Qur'an (mufassir) were less exploratory in
this matter. They did not discuss the relationship between the provision of Hajj,
Ulul Albab, and the fundamental values of Islamic economics in a comprehensive
manner. Therefore, they might not be interested in linking the Ulul Albab verses
with Islamic economic issues or might forget to reveal the fundamental values of

Islamic economics. Indeed, there is no commercial term (&)\>3)) in the context

of the Ulul Albab verses, as in Surah al-Bagarah (2): 282 and Surah al-Nisa (4):
29. The absence of a commercial term can also discourage scholars from linking
it with the problem of Islamic economics in its interpretation. However, sixteen
(16) verses mentioned the term of Ulul Albib in the Qur'an, demonstrating that
it is vital to pay attention to it. Therefore, these verses may contain universal
fundamental doctrines or values for human activities, especially in the economic
context.

As mentioned above, the explanation of the term Ulul Albab, indicates that this
that this term is only studied in education and character building and is not
associated with economic problems. Hence, it is quite "unique" and challenging
to construct Islamic economic values from the Ulul Albab verses as done in this

paper.

Thus, this paper aims to construct the fundamental values of Islamic economics
based on the verses of Ulul Albab in the Qur'an. However, this paper focused
only on analyzing Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197 and 269, including the eight (8)
previous verses (261-268) to the latter and the thirteen (13) verses after it (270-
283). To find out the meaning of verse 269, it is necessary to analyze the
surrounding verses because they are interconnected. Thus, the construction of
these values can be holistic. The approach taken in this study is to provide a
sample and results of preliminary research in constructing the fundamental values

of Ulul Albib Islamic economy.
2.0 THE MEANING OF ULUL ALBAB

The term of Ulul albab consists of two (2) words. The first word is u/u ( s ji) or

uli (4 5T ), and its meaning is the possessor/owner. As for the second word albib

22 Shihab, M. Q. (2005). Tafsir Misbah: Pesan, Kesan, dan Keserasian al-Quran (Cet.
6). Lentera Hati Press.
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(W), it is the plural for the word lub(u.\j), and the meaning is ‘agal (i) or
mind, heart, intellect, reason, understanding. So, for instance, if we say: Jjﬁi

Iy 2 j..., J‘-""‘”’ il the meaning is the light of Allah enlightens his mind.” The

scholar Marighi mentioned it as J s Jal (intellectual) or one who has the virtue
of intellectuality™.

The terms of Ul Albab (3 ) or Ui Albab (S5 L) in the Quran

are related to many aspects, such as the issue of enforcing the law of retribution
(gisas)®; the law of etiquette, and provisions of Hajj*; intelligence in picking up
unclear messages and also problems related to economic principles®; wisdom
when looking at the abstract verses of the Qur'an®®; positive attitude responding
to the creation of the heavens and the earth and the phenomenon of the rotation
of night and day™; intelligent in weighing the good and evil of things®; able to
relate to the story of the Prophets before the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.)
(historical wisdom)®'; wise in addressing the truth in the Qur'an®*; affirmation of
the oneness of Allah (7awheed)™; relating to the command to think and ponder
about the verses of the Qur'an*; describing family harmony™; explaining the
human typology that is close to God, comparison between those who are
knowledgeable and those who are not®; relating to the phenomena and process
of the evolution of living things”’; relating to contemporary issues in the Torah,

» Cowan, J. M., & Wehr, H. (1979). 4 Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic: Arabic-
English. Wiesbaden: O. Harrassowitz, 854; Manzur, 1. (2014). Lisan al-Arab (Vol.
2). Wizarah al-Awqaf al-Su’udiyah

2 Al-Maraghi, A. M. (1946). Tafsir al-Maraghi: Vol. 2 (1st ed.). Cairo: Mustafi al-
Baby al-Halaby and sons, 101.

»  Surah Al-Baqarah (2): 179

%6 Surah Al-Baqarah (2): 197

77 Surah Al-Baqarah (2): 269

28 Surah Ali Imran (3): 7

2 Surah Ali Imran (3): 190

30 Surah Al-M2’idah (5): 100

31 Surah Yusuf (12): 111

32 Surah Al-Ra'd (13):19

3 Surah Ibrahim (14): 52

3 Surah Sad (38): 29

% Surah Sad (38): 43

% Surah Al-Zumar (39):9

% Surah Al-Zumar (39):21
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which was revealed to the Prophet Moses™; and the command to be pious®.
Therefore it can be seen that the contents of the verses of Ulul Albab have
interconnected values and cannot be separated.

Based on the term Ulul Albib, which is mentioned in 16 verses of the Qur'an,
the Ulul Albab’s profile can be formulated as decribed in diagram 1. Ulul Albab
is the type of trusted, educated individual who can achieve a comprehensive
synergy between spirituality, humanity, charity, and mental attitude in
responding to the verses of Allah, whether the written verses (the Qur'an) and
the cosmic verses (the nature and the phenomenon).

Law and

justice

Tawheed/
Spirituality

Character
Buidling

Ulul
Albab

Hajj Etiquette

sky/ Earth/

Phenomena

Holy Books

History
Values

Diagram 1: The Values of Ulul Albab Verses

3.0 THE ISLAMIC ECONOMICS VALUES OF ULUL ALBAB VERSES

3% Surah Ghafir (40): 53-54
¥ Surah Al-Talaq (65):10
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The terminologies related to business ethics such as riba, maisir, gharar
(speculative, uncertain quality, gambling), halil, etcetera are quite prominent in
the Qur’an.” Tt proves that the Qur’an is concerned with economic problems;
therefore, it is not surprising that many verses are related to economic issues,
including Ulul Albab. Besides, humans, of course, cannot be separated from
financial problems®'.

Out of the sixteen (16) verses, seven (7) verses are related to Islamic economics,
either directly or indirectly*”. Some of the verses mentioned are as follows.

Y b 03 s S s 56 13355
Al-Baqarah: 197

.And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best of
provisions  is right conduct. So fear (Me), O ye that are wise. ©

It is related to the problem of provision that must be brought along when
performing the pilgrimage. It can be in the form of financial, food, drink, and
spiritual provision. However, a good state of one’s taqwa is said to be a better
provision than any of other types. Therefore, the values that could be briefly
summarized from it are tawheed, raqwa, and balancing between materiality and
spirituality in the pilgrimage process are important.

& &

V1 B g i il A8 sk S g 418 o Sl
NERNER

Al-Baqarah: 269

9 Waemustafa, W., & Suriani, S (2016). Theory of Gharar And Its Interpretation of

Risk and Uncertainty From The Perspectives of Authentic Hadith and The Holy

Quran: Review of Literatures. International Journal of Economic Perspectives, 10(1),

1-27.

Kuran, T. (2018). Islam and economic performance: Historical and contemporary

links. Journal of Economic Literature, 56(4), 1292-1359.

4 Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197, 269; Surah Ali Imran (3): 100, 190; Surah al-Maidah
(5): 100; Surah Yusuf (12): 111; Surah al-Ra’d (13): 19.

# Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, & Brown, W. B. The Holy Quran (Koran).

41
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He granteth wisdom to whom He pleaseth and he to whom wisdom is
granted receiveth indeed a benefit overflowing, but none will grasp the
Message but men of understanding.**

This verse does not stand on its own, nor it is “independent” of other verses. To
understand holistically, it is necessary to connect it to the “surrounding’” verses,
Surah al-Baqarah (2): 261-268, and 270-283. Those verses correlate with the
aspects of charities in the path of Allah with clean assets (ha/al); management of
natural and human resources, and even Satan's relationship with poverty and
criminal; and the danger of usury. But also, on the other hand, there are Allah’s
promises of His forgiveness and sustenance. Thus, the values which can be used
as guidance and to be followed: ethics of charities, halal, justice, and anti riba.

Y LY Y e sty o5Vl ot sls o O
Ali Imran: 190

Behold! The creation of the heavens and the earth, and alternation of
Night and Day --There are indeed Signs for men of understanding.

In the Ulul Albib’s view the creation of the heavens and the earth is not in vain.
Hece, it should not be exploited arbitrarily for economic interests. The
fundamental values of Islamic economics are how humans build a positive
relationship with Allah and conduct responsible natural resources management.

£

Lot A 86 ed BB A gy ey Sodi s ¥ o8
Z)BJ /°~f eS} Q//S %)Ljij\
Al-Maidah: 100

Say: "Not equal are things that are bad and things that are good, even
though the abundance of the bad may dazzle thee; so fear Allah, O ye
that understands; that (so) ye may prosper

At a glance, it is as if this verse is not related to economic problems. However, if
examined more deeply it is still associated with economic activities such as liquor

“4 Tbid
% Tbid
6 Tbid
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trading, corruption, bribery, and others. Thus, its values are the ethic of
production, an ethic of business, and halal industry.

Bal 3505 R Bas O U o) LY B desatad 13 O

O3adh o3 B35 (s34 o3 8 il 40 (7 s
Yisuf: 111

There is, in their stories, instruction for men endued with
understanding. It is not a tale invented, but a confirmation of what
went before it, —- a detailed exposition of all things, and a Guide and a
Mercy to any such as believe"

The verse is connected to the life story of Prophet Yusuf (a.s.) and his family,
natural resources management, and leadership management model.

-~

U B B Al A a8 A 35 L B ,’V’s;ixj&;;’s
Ar-Ra’d: 19

Is then one who doth know that which hath been revealed unto thee
from thy Lord is the truth, like one who is blind? It is those who are
endued with understanding that receives admonition.®

It is related to verses 21-24 that follow after. The contents are relevant to ethics
and economic activities. Here Ulul Albab is described as a person who fulfills his
promise to Allah, does not betray the agreement; carries out what Allah
commands, fears his Lord, always concerned about the Day of Resurrection;
always patient, always ensuring the performance of prayers (solat), donating
(infdq) sincerely, repaying evil actions with good. As for the fundamental values,
they are Tawbheed, hereafter belief, management of wealth and charity, and trust

(amanah)
" Q; Z 2593 g S gl sy g S a8 54
L;ﬂ S0 s 31 et a2 ¥ Filad 05 g 7 Sl
%)L?E{J\

7 1bid

8 Tbid
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Az-Zumar: 21

Sees thou not that Allah sends down rain from the sky and leads it
through springs in the earth? Then He causes to grow, therewith,
produce of various colors: Then it withers; thou wilt see it grow yellow;
then He makes it dry up and crumble away. Truly, in this, is a Message
to men of understanding.”

It is about natural resources such as water and plants that need to be paid
attention to. All of them are part of the economic problems. So, the fundamental
value of Islamic economics here is to keep balancing natural resources.

Based on the seven (7) Ulul Albib verses above, classification can be made based
on four (4) aspects: (i) Spirituality aspects: These aspects include Tawheed and
the last day; (ii) Humanity aspects: These include values of Prophet
Muhammad's traditions, Islamic charity (zakat, infag, sodagah), history (valuable
messages from the Prophet Yusuf's story), and justice; (iii) Ethical aspects are
associated with production ethics, balancing material and spiritual needs, and
trustworthiness; and (iv) Technical aspects: These are related to the halal
industry, asset management, balanced natural resource management, and the
system.

It is essential to say that the Qur'anic worldview is generally "systemic" in every
issue. When it describes any human problem, it never separates from the matter
of faith in Allah (s.w.t.), the life in this world, and its consequences in the
hereafter. Likewise, in the context of Islamic economics, especially in the four (4)
aspects of the fundamental values of Islamic economics in the seven (7) verses on

Ulul Albib above.

“ Tbid
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Humanity

The Islamic

Economics E
Fundamental t
Values of Ulul h
Albab i
<+«

0O — > >0 o -

Spirituality

Diagram 2: The Ulul Albib Relationship to the Fundamental
Values of Islamic Economics

4.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

Based on the term Ulul Albib mentioned in 16 verses of the Qur’an, an Ulu/
Albab is defined as a trusted and educated individual, who can achieve a
comprehensive synergy between spirituality, humanity, charity, and mental
attitude when responding to the verses of Allah, whether these are the written
verses (the Qur'an) and the cosmic verses (nature and its phenomenon).

In a different and a more comprehensive expression, the scholar Kamal Hassan

described Ulul Albib as a "complete” figure:

“Ulul Albab as the "possessors of sound intellect referring to the production and
growth of more Islamic intellectuals, scholars, scientists, professionals, political
leaders and educated classes, who combine or unify scientific and worldly
knowledge, with religious values, thinking and contemplation (fikr and rafakkur)
with spiritual remembrance (dhikr) of Allah (swt), worldly means with
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otherworldly ends, reason with Divine revelation, professionalism with taqwa
(that deep ethical consciousness of the pleasure and displeasure of Allah), and are
not afflicted with the diseases of the spiritual heart, which al-Ghazali called /-

muhblish (destructive elements)"*.

Ulul Albab personality is the ideal output intended for all graduating students in
an educational institution. For example, the character of Ulul Albab is used as a
symbol of the UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang campus. This State Islamic
University describes Ulul Albib as a person who has spiritual depth (awareness of
Allah’s presence, ability to admire Allah’s creation, fear nothing but Allah);
keeping morals at high ground (continuously improving his quality of life,
patient/sabr upon trial, has the ability to distinguish between good and bad);
demonstrating the vastness of science (seeking knowledge seriously, optimizing
his brain/ g/, ability to use his galbu (emotion/heart)); having professional
maturity (acts based on knowledge, ready to serve the knowledge, plays the role
as a problem solver)°'.

Scholars have not widely pursued research on the relationship between Ulul
Albab and economics. However, there has been much discussion about the
principles of Islamic economics as described below:

(i) Tawheed as the core of economic principles and, of course, also the basis for
creating prosperity and benefits for all humankind.”.

(i) Another economic principle that is also very important is usury. A study
conducted by Lawal showed that all religions forbid the practice of usury in
any form. I¢’s practice will impoverish the world economy.”

0 Subirin, N. A., Alwi, N. H., Fakhruddin, F. M., Manaf, U. K. A., & Salim, S. S.
(2017). Ulul Albab Generation: Roles of Ulul Albab Teachers in Malaysian Selected
School. In Proceedings from 4th International Conference on Educational Research and
Practice (Vol. 7, pp. 1022-1032).

' Khaerani, I. F. S. R., Muhammad, A., & Syihabuddin, M. (2017, November).
Internalization Of Ulul Albab Value (A Study Of Living Qur'an Among The
Students of UIN Malang). In International Conference on Qur'an and Hadith Studies
(ICQHS 2017) (pp. 161-168). Atlantis Press.

52 Hilmiyah, N., Possumah, B. T., & Shafiai, M. H. M. (2019). Tawhid and Shariah
Economics: Positioning Tauhid as Philosophical Foundation of Shariah
Economics. AL-FALAH: Journal of Islamic Economics, 4(2), 145-162.

3 Lawal, I. M. (2016). Riba (Usury); a Tool that should be Carved out of Financial
Transactions. Turkish Journal of Islamic Economics, 3(2), 13-24.
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(ii1)Any resource in this world is a gift from God to humans, as a trust, and

becomes a medium for worshipping Him*".

(iv) Life in the world is viewed by Islamic Economy as only temporary ini it’s

nature, and eternal life is in the afterlife. Hence economic activity should not
be separated from the background of the existence of this afterlife.

el a3 L BB J3E Y ey ale ) Lo A Jpey JU
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A man'’s feet will not slip (into Hell) on the Last Day until he is asked
about four characteristics: His age, how He lived it; about his
knowledge, for what purpose did He use it? About his wealth, how He
got it, and what He spent it for, and about bis body, what He used it

for.

(V) Islam recognizes personal property rights, but Islam also provides regulations

for property owners not to endanger themselves, others, and the
environment™.

(Vi)In Islamic economics, wealth should not only circulate among the rich; to

ensure that welfare from the wealth can also be enjoyed by the poor. Here,
Islam teaches economic equity and mutual help (22 Gwun)*’.

(vii)  The concept of halal is fundamental as it deals with basic materials,

processes, and goals. In Islamic economics, Allah determines Aalal and

54

55

56

57

Hilmiyah, N., Possumah, B. T., & Shafiai, M. H. M. (2019). Tawhid and Shariah
Economics: Positioning Tauhid as Philosophical Foundation of Shariah
Economics. AL-FALAH: Journal of Islamic Economics, 4(2), 145-162

Sunan al-Tirmizi, Vol. 4, Kitab Sifati al-Qiyamah wa al-Raqaiq wa al-Ward’ ‘an
Rastlillah, Bab Ma Ja’a fi Sha’ni al-Hisab wa al-Qisas, Number of Hadith: 2417,

529. It is good hadith ( e Cgd>)

Syahir, B., & Abdullah, M. (2017). The Property In Islam (Imam Muhammad Abu
Zahrah’s Perspective). ISLAMICONOMIC: Jurnal Ekonomi Islam, 8(1).

Rasheed, A. (2020). The Islamic Concept of Wealth Consuming and Its
Limitations. Al-ldah. 38,-2 (Dec. 2020), 159, 169; Aprianto, N. E. K. (2017). The
concept of wealth in the view of maqashid al-sharia. fournal of Islamic Economics

Lariba, 3(2), 65-74.
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haram, and humans should make choices according to Allah's pre-ordained

decision or what has been decided by Allah*®.
5.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This paper used a qualitative and descriptive approaches. A thematic approach
by accessing the Ulul Albib verses (16 verses) was taken to construct the
fundamental values of Islamic economics based on the term Ulul Albab in the
Qur’an. These verses dealt with fundamental values of Islamic economics (7
verses), especially Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197, 261-268, 269-283. Relevant
literature including books of hadith and asbab al-nuzul, Arabic-English
dictionaries, articles, research papers on Ulul Albib, Islamic economics books,
books of Tafsir particularly Jami’al-Bayin ‘an Ta'wil Ay al-Quran; Tafsir al-Jami’
Li Ahkam al-Qurian; Tafsir al-Marighi; Tafsir al-Tahrir Wa al-Tanwir; and
Tafsir Misbah. The Holy Quran (Koran) by Yusuf Ali and Brown was used to
translate Quranic text to English throughout the paper.

6.0 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197

This verse is related to verses 198-202 in the same surah. The main point is
about the case of Hajj (pilgrimage), but it also mentions the issue of "supply"
(provisions) that must be provided for. The provision (123.%) in this verse can
be in the form of money or food and drink.

Qi V5 8588 Vg &5 36 51 Bed (g b Edgled it A
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Al-Baqarah: 197

For Hajj are the months well known. If anyone undertakes that duty
therein, let there be no obscenity, wickedness, or wrangling in the Hajj.
Moreover, whatever good ye do, (be sure) Allah lnoweth it.

% Asa, R.S., & Azmi, I. M. A. G. (2018). The concept of halal and halal food
certification process in Malaysia: Issues and concerns. Malaysian Journal of Consumer
and Family Economics, 20, 38-50.
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Furthermore, take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best
59

of provisions is right conduct. So fear Me, O ye that are wise.
At least there are 23 narrations (<l sV that explained the asbdb al-nuzil, which
is the "background" for the revelation of that verse®. These narrations can be
categorized into two (2): (i) Regarding the pilgrims. In those days there were
Yemenis, who had been going to perform the pilgrimage, without bringing along
the various physical provisions because they said it was enough just to put trust
in Allah. (ii) About the types of provision. The requirements in these narrations
are food supplies or money. This verse taught them to bring along the provisions
so as not to trouble themselves and others while performing the pilgrimage. It
also emphasized that the provision of piety is, actually, better for them.

There are three (3) factors in this verse that can be analyzed: (i) The ritual of
pilgrimage, (ii) Provision of pilgrimage, and (iii) The command of piety to Allah.
These three (3) aspects have a systemic relationship with each other. For example,
the ritual of pilgrimage is related to the worship issue and related to a physical
problem, human relationship, exemplary behaviours, ethics, facilities, and wealth
management.

For instance, it can be illustrated that there are many Muslims (term to also
include Muslimahs) who have good morals, yet cannot fulfill the Islamic fifth
pillar. Among the reasons is the lack of sufficient "provision" of materials.
Likewise, there are many Muslims who have adequate provisions and facilities,
yet are still unable to perform the pilgrimage because their mental state and
spirituality do not support them. They are tied down by many matters such as
family, business, political interest, work, to the point that they are just not
"ready” to perform the Haj. There are also cases of Muslims who had arrived in
the Holy City of Mecca during the pilgrimage trip, but still could not perform
the Haj rituals because of serious medical problems, which rendered them
unconscious, e.g., a severe stroke. This illustration shows how the "provision,”
be it in physical form or others becomes a crucial factor that could affect the
conduct of the pilgrimage.

In an attempt to construct the Islamic economics fundamental values of Ulul
Albab from the pilgrimage verses above, the provisions are divided into two (2)

% Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, & Brown, W. B. The Holy Quran (Koran,).

% Tbn Jarir al-Tabari, Muhammad (2001), Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta wil iy al-Qur’an, in
Muhammad Shakir, Mahmud & Muhammad Shakir, Ahmad (Eds), Vol. 4, Cairo:
Maktabah Ibn Taimiyah
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parts: (i) Spiritual provision (7awheed aspect and ethical aspect); and (ii) Material
provision (humanity aspect and technical aspect) as described below.

(i) Spiritual provision: The relationship between the pilgrimage ritual and
the fundamental values of Islamic economics lies in the issue of the
provision. The relationship between the two kinds of provision can be
seen. The provision of spirituality can exist by establishing a harmonious
"communication” with Allah. This harmonious relationship will make a
person wiser in accepting whatever happens, whether during in
preparation, traveling, or the pilgrimage ritual process itself. God's
"involvement" is essential in building this relationship because God is
the Creator of nature and humans. He knows all or everything; He is the
source of universal laws and regulations, and the One who created the
world and its contents®'.

(ii) Material Provision: The material provision relates to the issue of
humanity, namely building constructive relationship between fellow
humans and with nature. This material provision is also associated with
technical issues, including economic activities. There are various forms;
for example, being a professional in a company, an educator, a
businessman, and anything that can legally generate capital or wealth to
perform the pilgrimage.

The command to Ulul Albib to be devoted to Allah in verse 197 of Surah Al-
Baqarah is a strong reminder that the ritual of pilgrimage is a practice of holy
worship that deserves attention because it relates to the provision of spirituality,
humanity, technical and ethical aspects.

Thus, the term Ulul Albib here does not only mean textually about a person with
intelligence and cognitively correct thoughts. However, it can also be interpreted
more broadly, such as an institution representing the community, a
governmental  organization that regulates financial regulation and
accommodation comfort, and a Hajj travel agency responsible for managing the
pilgrims during their pilgrimage. It shows that the term Ulul Albab in pilgrimage
context here cannot be separated from the economy and its fundamental values.

Surah al-Bagarah (2): 269

¢ Surah al-An'am (6): 57; Surah Yusuf (12): 40, 67; Surah Fussilat (41): 53; Surah
Yusuf (11): 6; Surah al-Baqarah (2): 156; Surah al-'Adiyat (51): 56; Surah al-Baqarah
(2): 178 and 231; al-Nahl (16): 75.
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Islamic economics is the science and the practice of economic activity based on
Islamic teaching or at least not contradicting the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the
Prophet (saw), either explicitly or implicitly, with the vision of realizing human
happiness and welfare in this world and the hereafter®. However, the definition
is more specific, namely, the effort to implement the orders of Allah relating to
economic affairs at the Micro-level (involving individual lives), at the Meso level
(involving communities), and at the Macro level (involving the Ummah).

Based on the above definition, Islamic economic values can be constructed from

Surah al-Baqarah (2): 269:

V) % ug s ol a8 1 e 2ant wm\d

Al-Baqarah: 269

He grants wisdom to who He pleases, and whoever is granted wisdom
has indeed been granted abundant wealth, but none will grasp the
Message but men of understanding.®

This verse, when viewed textually, does not seem to be related to economic
problems. However, if the verses before and after it are read carefully and
comprehensively, together they will appear to be related to economic issues.

The most interesting fact about verse 269 is that it becomes a "conjunction verse"
between the verses mentioned before (261-268) and after (270-283) it. One of
the most critical points that can be seen from this verse is the relationship between
wisdom (hikmah) and Ulul Albib. From this relationship, it can be stated that
Ulul Albab has a vital role in building the fundamental Islamic economics values
in the verses surrounding it.

The classification of verses (Surah al-Bagarah (2): 261-268), in general, can be
seen as follows:

(i) Regarding the importance of the role of infag, ethics, economy and
prosperity: (261-267).

(ii) The Evil's provocation that connects infag with poverty:

62 Tahir, S. (2017). Islamic economics and prospects for theoretical and empirical

research. Journal of King Abdulaziz University: Islamic Economics, 30(1).
6 Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, & Brown, W. B. The Holy Quran (Koran).
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Al-Baqarah: 268

The Evil One threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct
unseemly..*

(iif)  Allah's guarantee for infaq perpetrators to get forgiveness and gifts from
Him:

e ot gy 2 ke 180 g
Al-Baqarah: 268

Allah promiseth you, His forgiveness and bounties. And Allah careth
for all, and He knoweth all things.

The verses above clearly explain the issues of the fundamental values of Islamic
economics with the term Ulul Albib. The suggestion here is that verse 269
functions as "the conjunction verse" because Ulul Albib in this verse has a
significant role in explaining and formulating the economic concepts of
revelation in the previous verses 261-268.

As for the following verses (Surah al-Bagarah (2): 270-283) the issues being
considered are: (i) The relationship between charity and Tawbheed (270); (ii)
Ethics of charity (271); (iii) /nfdq has economic and spiritual dimensions (272
and 274); (iv) being poor but with high integrity (273); (v) The danger of usury
(riba)(275-281); (vi) The doctrine of the principle of debit and credit, buying
and selling, pawning, testimony, writing (documentation), transparency and
honesty in economic practice (281-283).

Ulul Albab s role in verse 269 is to "formulate” four (4) fundamental values that
form the basis for building Islamic economic concepts and activities: (i) Spiritual
aspects which determines that 7#wheed becomes the basis for economics concepts
and activities; (ii) Humanity aspects which resolves that both economics and
charities (infdq, Sadagah) are must be oriented towards prosperity and the
satisfaction of human life; (iii) Ethical aspects which includes anti-usury, honesty,
justice, testimony, trustworthiness, rejection of the devil's propaganda that infag
and Sadaqah cause poverty; and (iv) The technical aspect, which includes all

¢4 Ali, Abdullah Yusuf, & Brown, W. B. The Holy Quran (Koran).
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equipment, accommodation, and systems are to be based on Tawheed, humanity,
and Islamic ethics.

Verses 261-268 Verses 270-283

1. Economy for 1. Relation both of
prosperity charity and

2. Infaq ethics Tawheed

3. Sadagah ethic 2. Ethics of

4. Economy for sadagah/ infaq

The Role of

family 3. Economy and
proSperity UIUI Albab spiritual
5. The satanic dimensions
propaganda: 4. Poorness with
Relationship high integrity
between 5. The danger of
charity and riba
poverty 6. Business ethics
The fundamental
values of Islamic
economics
Spirituality: Humanity: Ethical: Technical:
Economics Both economics | - No Riba - All equipment,
activities and charities are | - Transparency | =~ accommodations
should be for the - Honesty , Systems are
based on prosperity and - Justice must to be based
Tawheed satisfaction of - Testimony on Tavx_/heed,
human life. - Amanah humanity, and
- No to satanic Islamic ethics
propaganda

Diagram 3: The Roles of Ulul Albib in Surah al-Bagarab, Verse 269

Ulul Albab, in this context, has a broader meaning that includes an alliance of
Muslim scientists, w#lama’, professionals, and government agencies. Their
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essential role in verse 269 is to formulate the core values of Islamic economics in
concepts, ethics, and economic systems based on Tawbheed, humanity, ethical,
and hereafter orientation that differ from conventional economics. As for
technical matters, they are flexible and must be related to the characteristics of
the four (4) values mentioned ecarlier (spirituality, humanity, ethical, and
technical aspects). It is part of the hikmah possessed by Ulul Albab as promised
by Allah :
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Al-Baqarah: 268

He grants wisdom to who He please, and whoever is granted wisdom
has indeed been granted abundant wealth, but none will grasp the
Message but men of understanding.

7.0 CONCLUSION

From the systematic review of Ulul Albib verses in the Qur’an, it can be conclude
that Ulul Albdb is a symbol of trusted, educated individuals, who can achieve a
comprehensive synergy between spirituality, humanity, charity, and mental
attitude in responding to the verses of Allah, whether the written verses (the
Qur’an) and the cosmos verses (nature and its phenomenon).

Seven (7) of the sixteen (16) verses in the Qur’an are correlated with Islamic
economic problems, either directly or indirectly. The formulation of these seven
(7) verses constructed the fundamental values of Islamic economics, namely
spirituality, humanity, ethics, and technical matters. These four (4) identified
values have been used to analyze the term Ulul Albib in Surah al-Baqgarah (2):
197 and 269.

In Surah al-Baqarah (2): 197, it is connected to (i) The ritual of pilgrimage; (ii)
The provision of pilgrimage; (iii) The command of piety to Allah. These three
(3) aspects have a systemic relationship with each other. The ritual of pilgrimage
is related to the worship issue and related to a physical problem, human
interaction, exemplary behaviours, ethics, facility, and wealth management.

The term Ulul Albab here can also be interpreted as institutions representing the
communities, the government agencies that regulate financial regulation and
accommodation comfort, and a Hajj travel agency responsible for managing
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pilgrims during their pilgrimage. It shows that Ulul Albab, in the context of Hajj,

cannot be separated from economic problems and its fundamental values.

As for the Surah al-Bagarah (2): 269, it becomes a "conjunction verse" between
the verses mentioned before (261-268) and after (270-283). Ulul Albib here is a
symbol that has an essential role in formulating and realizing the values of Islamic
economics in concepts, ethics, and economic systems based on 7awheed and
humanity.
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