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In both form and substance, street-names in Singapore
are inspired by a wide variety of different influences,
sometimes drawing on the cultural ballast of a particular
community, other times responding to practical exigencies
(such as the specific material form of the landscape dictating
the street-name or if the street was part of a cluster of street-
names sharing a particular theme), while at times conforming

to a particular nomenclatural policy prevailing at the time.*
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Longstanding place names give identity and historical
resonance to streets, buildings and areas in a society where

changing landscapes seem to be the norm.*
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Abstract

Singapore is a multi-racial and multi-cultural country, her population
in the early days was mainly formed by migrants. During the 19th
century, popular religion was introduced together with the inflow
of migrants from southern part of China. Lin Xiechun, also known
as Lim Tai See, was a Ming official who was widely respected by
local people with the same surname in Yunxiao county, Fujian, for
his loyalty and virtues. The Hoon Sam Temple that devoted to him in
Singapore was built in 1902. Through the passage of time and societal
progression, its followers also expanded to include other surnames
and regions. While it is exceptionally rare to have a street named after
a deity of a temple, Jalan Lim Tai See holds the record of being one of
the few. This paper aims to trace the formation and migration of a

popular belief, and its localisation in Singapore.
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