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This study derives its significance from addressing one of the central challenges of contemporary
Islamic thought: the need to establish a balanced and authoritative Sunni framework capable of
reducing internal fragmentation and offering a practical model for managing society amidst religious
and cultural diversity. The research analyzes the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jlama‘ah—
encompassing Ash‘arism and Maturidism in creed, the four Sunni legal schools in jurisprudence, and
Sunni Sufism in ethical conduct—as an integrated epistemic paradigm for operationalizing Shari‘ah
through its higher objective (maqasid) dimension, particularly the objective of preserving social
cohesion and community stability. The study aims to develop a Sharia-based foundation for the
objective of preserving society in light of this methodology and examines its practical application in
the Malaysian model. It further analyzes institutional mechanisms, state policies, and the factors
contributing to the success of Malaysia’s centrist Sunni approach, while also identifying significant
challenges related to freedom of belief, religious discrimination, and managing pluralism. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the research combines scriptural analysis, juristic reasoning, and
empirical observation. It provides a comprehensive exploration of the concept of preserving society as
a magqgsad, by examining relevant textual evidence and scholarly contributions that emphasize the
balance between creed, jurisprudence, and spiritual ethics within the Sunni tradition. The analysis of
the Malaysian case demonstrates how the official adoption and institutionalization of the Sunni
middle-path have contributed to social harmony and communal stability. The study concludes that
centrist Sunni theology—rooted in moderation, tolerance, and balance—constitutes a pivotal
foundation for sustaining secure and multi-ethnic societies. It recommends reinforcing the maqgsad of
preserving society within religious and legal discourse and adopting successful moderate models that

harmonize Islamic authenticity with civilizational openness.

Keywords: Society, Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah, Magqasid al-Shari‘ah, Religious Pluralism, Malaysia,
Social Harmony.
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