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ABSTRACT

Insulting God and religion have become a widespread phenomenon in twelve Arab countries—
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Palestine, Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, and
Algeria—and its continued expansion calls for concerted efforts to combat it, particularly through
the fatwa-issuing and preaching roles of scholars and religious ministries. Owing to the lack of
prior research on this topic, this study seeks to measure and compare the endeavours of official
preaching and fatwa institutions in confronting this phenomenon. Employing a descriptive,
analytical, comparative, and inductive methodology, the study finds that the official websites of
fatwa and preaching bodies in two-thirds (66 %) of the affected countries contain not a single
warning or homily addressing this grave and pervasive problem. All countries surveyed display
shortcomings: eight offer no warning whatsoever; two provide only meagre warnings
disproportionate to the gravity of the offence; and two issue warnings contains serious flaw. The
countries with the least shortcomings are, in order, Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Sudan, and
Palestine, while Irag, Yemen, Lebanon, Syria, Algeria, and Morocco constitute the bottom tier.
The ranking rests on four criteria: (1) frequency of warnings (10 %); (2) volume of relevant content
(30 %); (3) explicitness and directness of that content in combating the phenomenon (30 %); and
(4) soundness of the content—its freedom from fallacies and deviations (30 %). Within the last
criterion the study refutes six prominent misconceptions, the most serious of which is the
unsound principle that the widespread habit of insulting the Divine negates the ruling of disbelief
and the perpetrators allegedly lack obstinate intent! the answer in summary that jurists
unanimously stipulate that custom is only legally operative when it does not conflict with the
Shari‘a; therefore a blasphemous “custom” that contradicts the very essence of Islam and the
duty to revere God—one of the two pillars of worship—cannot be legitimised. Moreover,
intention is irrelevant in explicit verbal abuse of God and His religion, which typifies this
phenomenon; it is considered only when words are ambiguous, as Ibn Hajar al-Haytam1 notes.
The data also reveal a pronounced disparity in institutional response: 83 % of all official content
on the subject comes from only two countries, Jordan and Egypt, highlighting the selective and
limited nature of current efforts. No clear correlation emerges between geographic region
(Mashrig vs. Maghreb) and the level of response, suggesting that common cross-national factors
are more apt for diagnosis and remediation.

Keywords: Cursing God and religion; Arab countries; fatwa; fallacies; da'wah.
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4 Harith Hasan, “Religious Authority and the Politics of Islamic Endowments in Irag,” Malcolm H. Kerr
Carnegie Middle East Center, June 11, 2019, https://bit.ly/3Tpkdye.

> “Iragi Sunni Endowment Office,” accessed January 17, 2025, https://bit.ly/2L4Ja08

6 “Iraqi Sunni Endowment Office,” accessed January 17, 2025, https://bit.ly/2L4Ja08

7 “Diwan of Endowments for the Christian, Yazidi, and Sabian-Mandaean Religions,” accessed January 21,
2025, https://bit.ly/3CXxNn3

8 “Ministries and Government Departments,” Presidency of the Yemeni Council of Ministers, accessed
October 15, 2022, https://bit.ly/35ZGAuq.
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16 “Institutions and Departments.”
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